CHAPTER II.

SCHOOLDAYS AND EAELY VEESES.

1820-1828,

UNTIL he was nineteen years of age, the only
schools young Whittier had attended were the
meagre ones supplied during a small part of the
year by the district. He was accustomed to say
that only two of the teachers who were employed in
that district during his schooldays were fit for the
not very exacting position they occupied. Both of
these were Dartmouth students: one of them George
Haskell, to whom reference has already been made,
and the other Joshua Coffin, who afterward became
known as an antiquary and as the historian of New-
bury. Coffin was associated with Garrison and
Whittier in the beginning of their crusade against
slavery, and enjoyed their friendship through life.

"Whittier's first appearance in school was before
he was of " school age," during a term when Joshua
Coffin was teaching in the district. He accompa-
nied his older sister, Mary, and was too young to
be placed in any class except that in which the al-
phabet was taught. The schoolhouse was undergo-
ing repairs at that time, and the school was held
in the ell of a dwelling-house now standing. The
other part of the house was occupied by a tipsy
ancl quarrelsome couple, reference to which fact